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CITY NEWS
Dollar General Project

A three-year project in the making has come to fruition and should be completed by late 
January or early February. The design is finished and a contractor chosen. Piping and 
grading of the ditch in front of the Dollar General will make way for a new sidewalk 
and streetscaping along Athens Road to Henry Meyer. The streetscaping will include new 
trees as part of the Commemorative Tree Program. Once this is complete, we hope to lay 
more sidewalk down Henry Meyer to the new crosswalk at Cherokee Road. All of this is 
part of an overall plan to upgrade and beautify the Commercial District at 5 Points. Local 
Maintenance Improvement Grant funds from the Georgia Department of Transportation 
and TSPLOST dollars will be used for these projects. 

FireFly trail
Construction has begun, and the trail will soon be a reality! Things are moving quickly, 
with one crew working southward from the Depot and another working northward. 
The target completion date is early June. A lot of trees have been taken down, but City 
Arborist Roger Cauthen has worked closely with ACC and the contractor to protect many 
hardwoods that will anchor a new plan for screening and landscaping and that will include 
dogwoods, azaleas, and more all along the trail, including many more oaks through the 
Commemorative Tree Program. The Civitan Club has already donated 23 oak trees to 
be planted along Main Sreet in front of North Georgia Avenue. More information on the 
Firefly Trail can be found in this issue.

auDitorium
Phase two of the auditorium renovations is complete, and many productions have used 
the new sound, lighting, and audio-visual equipment. We are getting rave reviews from 
performers and promoters. RespirOpera has plans for more productions in 2020, weddings 
are booked, and some exciting shows are currently being negotiated. Be on the lookout for 
events throughout the year. 

Thanks to the grant-crafting expertise of David Matthews-Morgan, Winterville has been 
awarded a Technical Services Grant of $5,000 from the Fox Theatre Institute. The funds 



CITY NEWS, cont.
will be used to develop a strategic plan, and we will hold a town meeting soon with staff from the University 
of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government (CVIOG), who will facilitate the strategic-planning process. 
Community members will have an opportunity to provide input on the use and operation of the auditorium. 
CVIOG staff will synthesize the information collected from the community and lead a discussion of their findings 
with the Mayor and City Council in February. A draft of the strategic plan will be given to city leaders in March, 
with adoption of the plan expected at the City Council’s April meeting. Watch for meeting dates soon!

We will put in one more request for grant funding from the Fox Theatre Institute in 2020 as we look for monies 
to finish the restoration during phase three of the renovations. 

Farewells
City Councilman Mark Farmer decided not to run for another term and 
will turn his seat over to newly elected Councilwoman Amanda Mooney. 
We wish Mark well and look forward to working with Amanda. Mark served 
this city well for over 14 years, and we are grateful for his thoughtful and 
deliberate decision-making. 

Winterville Police Chief John Finley has announced his retirement effective 
January 6, 2020. Chief Finley is directly responsible for turning this 
department into a top-notch, highly respected force known throughout the 
area for its professionalism and community-minded policing. People move 
to this city because of our police department, and that says a lot about Chief 
Finley’s leadership. We thank him for his service and wish him a very happy 
and healthy retirement. Assistant Police Chief Wayne Gabriel will serve as 
interim Police Chief while the city searches for Chief Finley’s replacement. 

Last, but not least, at the end of January, longtime public servant George 
Chandler will leave his duties as City Engineer and Chairman of the 
Planning and Zoning Committee. His commitment to Winterville for over 
30 years has enabled the mayor and council to perform at the highest level, 
and they are grateful for his experience, expertise, and friendship through 
many difficult situations and conversations. His service to Winterville will 
continue to benefit the city for many years to come. Don’t go too far, George; 
we are sure to need you for something soon!

Mark Farmer with Mayor Ferrelle

Chief John Finley with Mayor Ferrelle

George Chandler with Mayor Ferrelle



All events held at City Hall.

Monday, Jan 6 Planning & Zoning, 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan 7 Council Workshop, 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Jan 13 Municipal Court, 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Jan 14 City Council, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan 20 MLK Day, City Hall Closed
Monday, Feb 3 Planning & Zoning, 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb 4 Council Workshop, 5:30 p.m.  
Monday, Feb 10 Municipal Court, 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb 11 City Council, 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Feb 17 Presidents' Day, City Hall Closed
Monday, Mar 2 Planning & Zoning, 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Mar 3 Council Workshop, 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Mar 9 Municipal Court, 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Mar 10 City Council, 6:30 p.m.

CIVIC CALENDAR

Welcome to a new decade, a new year, and a new term as your mayor. I 
am forever grateful for your trust in me as your public servant, and I look 
forward to another exciting four years in office serving each and every 
one of you. Looking back briefly, the Winterville Arts Council deserves 
a thank you for the community-minded events they sponsored and the 
holiday spirit they promoted. The Holiday Lights Contest was a big hit 
throughout the community, and the city was more decorated than ever. The 
WACy Chalk Art festival in Pittard Park was also a fun way to bring our 
diverse community together. We also owe gratitude to our Public Works 
Department. Tom, Roger, and Steve have been working alongside the 
many contractors in town to protect the visual beauty of Winterville while 
the city undergoes a transformation to accommodate new amenities. They 
also worked hard on the auditorium again this past year, saving the city a 
substantial amount of money along the way. Looking forward, we have 
both sad and happy news. We are losing three incredible public servants 
all at once, and I will miss them dearly. (See the City News for details.) 
I have been proud to work alongside them and call them friends. On a 
happier note, the many exciting projects that we currently have underway 
will add much to our wonderful city, and soon I’ll have more great news 
to share with you that will make you even more proud of Winterville. So, 
stay tuned, and until then, happy New Year, and I’ll see you on the streets!

Sincerely,

Dodd I. Ferrelle, Mayor

mayor's corner



LOCAL OPERA COMPANY PERFORMS AT AUDITORIUM
Winterville was delighted to host an opera double-header in the auditorium in October. The newly established 
RespirOpera company performed Il Tabarro (“The Cloak”), a tragic one-act opera by Giacomo Puccini, as well as 
The True Story of Cinderella, a comic oratorio. Under artistic director Dallas Bono, the company’s mission is to 
celebrate opera and to make it accessible to everyone—performers and audiences—regardless of age, race, gender 
identification, sexual preference, ability, or socioeconomic status. Casting is based on the sound of the voice and 
not the appearance of the singer, and performances are focused on music rather than spectacle. Caption screens 
are provided for performances not in English. RespirOpera will be presenting Giuseppe Verdi’s classic, Otello, 
at the Auditorium April 23–27 (follow them on Face Book or visit https://www.respiropera.org/ for exact dates 
and times.)

Left: A scene from Cinderella. Below: Curtain call for 
Il Tabarro. Photo credit: Larry Duboer

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
The Friends of Center Baptist Church and members of the HPC recently gathered to “plant a sign” at the site in 
Winterville where the Center Baptist Church stood before being destroyed by fire in the 1960s. The cemetery 
behind the church was found in 2012 by Sarah Lott while she was working on her Girl Scout Gold Award 
project. The church and cemetery is mentioned in a booklet she put together as a self-guided driving, biking, 
or walking tour: Historical Places in Winterville, Georgia. Copies of the booklet are available at City Hall. The 
HPC and Friends of Center Baptist Church are seeking more information about the church and cemetery. If you 
have any questions or comments about Center Baptist or the HPC, please contact HPC president Kim Limardo at 
kimlimardo@gmail.com or visit cityofwinterville.com/historic-preservation-commission. The HPC meets at 
the Winterville Center on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m.

Back row, left to right: Jonathan Scott, HPC; Tommy Valentine, 
Historic Athens Executive Director; Mayor Dodd Ferrelle, Jim 
Tucker, HPC; Aaron Watwood, HPC; Charley Burch, Historian 
for the HPC

Front row: Greg Yoder; Friends of the Center Baptist Church 
Cemetery Research Team; Kim Burch, HPC, and her dog, Delroy. 



WINTERVILLE ARTS COUNCIL
The Winterville Arts Council (WAC) held its first annual Holidays Lights Contest 
this year, and winners were announced at Christmas in the Park on December 6. 
With this first event, we learned some things that should improve future contests; 
but we still welcome ideas and feedback, which can be shared with WAC chair 
Brenda Keen at bkeen9@windstream.net.

We were disappointed that there were no entries in the Religious/Spiritual category, 
but hope to have some next year. We realized that religious decorations are not 
often seen in stores, and people may not have been able to order them (or better yet, 
make them) by the deadline. We’d also like to see more business entries next year! 
Winners of the other categories were:

• Traditional: 22 Martin Cemetery Road
• Griswold/Tacky: 154 Winding Brook Trail
• Business: Front Porch Bookstore, 102 Marigold Lane

Special mention goes to the side yard at 230 Athens Road, where “Yolko Ono and her Chicks” transformed their 
hen house into a magical display that might lead to a special category in next year’s contest. It may not be obvious 
at night, but their tree is actually a sculpture.

Call for artists! We are looking for the 2020 Marigold Festival Featured Artist. The deadline to submit is January 
15. For more information and an entry form, go to www.marigoldfestival.com. The winner will receive a cash 
prize.

The next art exhibit at the Winterville Center for Community and Culture will feature work by the children of 
Winterville Elementary School. The opening reception will be Thursday, February 6, from 5:30 to 7:00. The 
exhibit will be up through March.



WINTERVILLE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY AND CULTURE
371 N. Church St. Winterville, GA 

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
www.WintervilleCenter.com

706-742-0823

The Winterville Center celebrates a new year with the addition of several new classes, as well as some changes to 
current classes. Pilates with instructor Nancy Burnham will begin on Tuesday, January 7. Modern Quilting with 
instructor Elizabeth Barton will join our roster on Friday, January 17.  Belly Dancing will be split into two classes 
on Wednesday evenings starting January 8, with Belly Dance Flow for beginners and Continuing Belly Dance for 
more advanced students. 

Several other classes are in the works, including Introduction to Water Media Painting, Cartooning, and new 
SilverSneakers classes. Aikido will also be hosting a Saturday seminar sometime in January or February. Be sure 
to visit http://wintervillecenter.com/classes for updated class lists and required supplies.

You can pre-register online and pay for classes through Paypal on our website. We also accept cash, check, or 
credit card. Parking is available. For more information on classes, visit the website, call, or come by. Free parking.

Did you know we have a weekly blog? Check it out at https://www.wintervillecenter.com/blog.

class DescriPtions
Aikido Basics
Aikido, the "non-fighting” martial art, makes all attacks fail without the use of violence—no kicking, no punching, 
no fighting. Classes are safe for seniors. Slow and gentle moves. Cost: $7.50

 Instructor: John Smartt  Schedule: Mon, Wed, Fri 12:00 –1:00 p.m.

Aikido 14 and Up
Aikido gives you a moderately intense workout that emphasizes body mechanics, physical awareness and balance. 
The basic Aikido curriculum focuses on the development of core strength (both physical and mental). This class 
is for ages 14 and above. Cost: $7.50

 Instructor: John Smartt  Schedule: Tue, Thu 6:30–7:30 p.m.

Belly Dance Flow
Learn Middle Eastern Dance, aka Belly Dance, in a relaxed and welcoming class for people of all ages and 
abilities. Learn basic posture and combinations as well as our unique Tribal Odyssey Belly Dance (TOBD) format 
for Group Improvisation. Cost: $7.50

 Instructor: Jennifer Kay-Williams Schedule: Wed  7:00–8:00 p.m. 

Chess Club
The Winterville Chess Club is a chess community for players of all ages, skill levels, and experience who are 
welcome to take part in chess tournaments rated by the United States Chess Federation, participate in chess 
lectures, learn opening theory, play speed chess, and explore the underlying strategies and themes of chess 
endings. $2.00 per game.

 Instructor: Tomas Ramirez  Schedule: Mon 6:00–8:00 p.m.



WCCC, cont.
Chess Tournament 
A monthly rated tournament sponsored by our Chess Club. $15.00 entry fee.

 Instructor: Tomas Ramirez  Schedule: Monthly on 2nd Fri 6:00–11:00 p.m.

Continuing Belly Dance
Cost: $7.50 If you stay for both classes, the cost for both is $10.00. This class is a continuing class for students 
who want to do more choreography and performance prep.

 Instructor: Jennifer Kay-Williams Schedule: Mon 8:00–9:00 p.m. 

Coffee with a Veteran 
Come and socialize with other vets. Most just sit around and chat, but you are welcome to play cards or other 
games. Free. Snacks and coffee are $1.00. 

      Schedule: Wed , ongoing 9:00–11:00 a.m.

Drawing
Drawing is one of the most important building blocks to making good artwork. This class will explore many 
methods and techniques for learning to draw for both beginning and advanced students. Cost: $10.00.

 Instructor: Mary Ann Cox  Schedule: Mon  4:00–5:30 p.m.

Gentle Nia
Nia cardio-dance workouts combine 52 simple moves with dance arts, martial arts, and healing arts to get you fit 
in 60 minutes—body, mind, and spirit. Nia is non-impact, practiced barefoot, and adaptable to individual needs 
and abilities. Cost: Free for SilverSneakers members, $7.50 for others.

 Instructor: Michelle Arington  Schedule: Mon  2:00–3:00 p.m. 

Mah Jongg Club
One of the oldest games known to Chinese culture, Mahjong has evolved today to suit the tastes of modern 
Chinese while keeping its roots intact. Free.

      Schedule: Thu, ongoing 1:00–4:00 p.m.

Modern Quilting
Quilting the Modern Way is an exploration of modern quilting that focuses on the creation of a handmade quilt 
without measuring or piecing. Basic sewing skills will be helpful for this class. Cost: $80.00 per 8-week course.

 Instructor: Elizabeth Barton  Schedule: Fri   12:00–1:30 p.m. 

Oil Painting
Each class will focus on a different aspect of oil painting, starting with creating a color wheel in order to understand 
color and ending with an individual completion of a landscape. Cost: $10.00

 Instructor: Dortha Jacobson  Schedule: Mon  1:30–3:00 p.m.



Pilates
Pilates is a program of movements designed to improve posture, balance, and stability by building both muscular 
strength and flexibility throughout the body. Cost: $7.50 per class.  

 Instructor: Nancy Burnham  Schedule: Tue  2:00–3:00 p.m.

SilverSneakers Stretch
SilverSneakers Stretch prepares your day with gentle stretching—both in standing and seated versions—to keep 
your joints functional and help you remain pain-free while building flexibility, range of motion, and balance. Cost: 
Free for SilverSneakers members, $7.50 for others.

 Instructor: Michelle Arington  Schedule: Mon 9:00–10:00 a.m.

SilverSneakers Yoga
Designed for seniors and older adults, Silver Sneakers Yoga leads you through a complete series of seated and 
standing yoga poses. Chair support is offered to safely perform a variety of postures designed to increase flexibility, 
balance, and range of movement. Cost: Free for SilverSneakers members, $7.50 for others.

 Instructor: Michelle Arington  Schedule: Wed  10:00–11:00 a.m.

Threadworks Club
A social group that shares the love for all things thread, yarn, rope, etc. Anyone who crochets, knits, embroiders, 
cross-stitches, macramés, or does any other fabric craft should stop by. Beginner lessons available. 

      Schedule: Tue  9:00–11:00 a.m. 

Wonders of Watercolor
Have you ever wanted to paint with watercolors? By the end of the first class, you will have your own watercolor 
masterpiece to take home. All materials will be provided for beginners for the first class only.

 Instructor: Jan Dempsey  Schedule: Thu  6:30–8:00 p.m.

Zumba
Zumba involves dance and aerobic movements performed to energetic music. The choreography incorporates hip-
hop, soca, samba, salsa, merengue, and mambo.

 Instructor: Anie Hansen  Schedule: Wed  6:00–7:00 p.m.

WCCC, cont.



FIREFLY TRAIL
 winterville construction anD more!
All along the Firefly Trail corridor, the big news is that construction in Winterville is underway. Phase 1 (from 
Five Points to the Depot) should be complete in spring of 2020, and Phase 2 (from the Depot to near the county 
line) should be complete a few months later.

When finished, the Winterville segment will be 1.6 miles long, 12 feet wide (in most places) and paved in concrete. 
It will parallel Athens Road from Moore’s Grove Road to Main Street, and then run parallel to Main Street past the 
Depot to near the city limit. Thanks to all the voters who made this possible through passage of the Athens-Clarke 
County Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax (TSPLOST).

In other news…
Firefly Trail Race Series: Registration closes Jan 20 for the inaugural Firefly Trail Race series, which begins with 
the Winterville Snowflake 10K on Jan 25. The series features four races in four trail towns—Winterville, Maxeys, 
Crawford, and Union Point—to highlight what wonderful places the trail towns are. Runners get a discount on all 
four races and are eligible for special incentives. Access the paper application at our website.

Plans are coming together for the Firefly Trail Ticket to Ride and FunFest on Saturday, March 28. This event 
combines the 9th annual Ticket to Ride bicycle ride (not a race!) with the Coldwell Banker Upchurch Realty 2nd 
annual Firefly Funfest. The event will take place at Dudley Park. In addition to the bicycle event, planning is 
underway for a duck derby, fun and funny “micro-races,” giant inflatables, games, food trucks, and more. Keep an 
eye on www.fireflytrail.com or the Firefly Trail Facebook page for details. Winterville and Union Point will once 
again host starting points as well as rest stops. If you or your company would like to be a sponsor, please contact 
us at FireflyTrail@gmail.com.

Work continues on the Maxeys Model Mile as weather and the contractor’s schedule permit. Asphalt is in place 
on 0.6 miles of the trail, with another short segment to come soon. A recent grant from the Riverview Foundation 
will help cover the cost of safety features and other amenities.

Union Point has contracted with an engineering firm and is now working on planning and corridor acquisition 
for its Model Mile from near downtown to Union Point Elementary School. As in Maxeys, a special Riverview 
Foundation grant will provide needed safety features, including a high visibility bike/ped crossing of Highway 44.

Finally, Athens-Clarke County has agreed to a design for the Trail Creek Bridge that incorporates a large restored 
section of the “Murmur” trestle plus sweeping steel arches over Dudley Park Drive and Poplar Street. Also, Local 
Action Committees are accelerating work on the trail and boosting community engagement in several areas. The 
Union Point LAC is hard at work and is considering expanding to encompass the entire trail in Greene County. 
Meanwhile, a new LAC has been formed to promote the trail in south Oglethorpe County. Work has begun to 
organize an Athens-Clarke LAC, and Firefly Trail, Inc., is ready and willing to talk with people who would be 
interested in forming LACs in other communities.

Thank you for supporting the Firefly Trail. Because of you, we are building our trail and connecting our 
communities!



WINTERVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
The WVFD held an election of officers for 2020. Michael Gabriel will continue as Chief, Ray Durie will serve as 
Assistant Chief, and Chuck Thornton was elected Captain. The department also held its annual Christmas dinner 
and award ceremony on December 7 at Peppino's Pizza in Athens. This gathering gives the members time to 
reflect on the happenings throughout the year, as well as recognize a few firefighters for their accomplishments. 
Richard Knight was awarded a plaque for responding to the most calls during the year. He comes to us from 
the Union Point Fire Department and has been a member for a year now. Daniel Huckabee, a member for two 
years, was awarded the presitigious award of Firefighter of the Year. He is a true asset to the fire department. We 
would also like to recognize Thor Bjornsson for becoming our newest certified firefighter. He has been with the 
department for just over a year. Congratulations to the award-winners, as well as to each of our firefighters for 
helping us to have another safe year.  

POLICE CHAPLAIN RECEIVES HONOR
Winterville Police Department Chaplain and Colonel (USMC, Ret.) Ray Fairman was 
inducted in 2019 into the Georgia Military Veterans’ Hall of Fame (GMVHOF). He 
is one of fifteen veterans selected out of over 150 candidates. The honor is bestowed 
for “sterling active duty and/or reserve component duty record and post-military life.” 
The mission of the GMVHOF is “to honor Georgia military veterans; to educate 
Georgia citizens, especially young Americans, of the sacrifices for freedom; and to 
inform the public of the inductees’ outstanding accomplishments.” Inductees’ records 
are evaluated for valor, achievement, and service. Chaplain Fairman was recognized 
for his service in the US Marine Corps in Vietnam and Desert Storm, as well as for his 
work as a police chaplain. Thank you, Chaplain Fairman, and congratulations!

Clockwise from left: Chief Gabriel (r) 
presents an award to Richard Knight; 
the families gather at Peppino's; Daniel 
Huckabee (l) accepts award from Asst. 
Chief Durie and Chief Gabriel; newly 
elected WVFD officers are approved by 
City Council.



On December 19, Winterville observed National Wreaths Across America Day by laying wreaths on veterans’ 
graves in the city cemetary. Wreaths Across America is a national organization whose mission is to remember, 
honor, and teach others about military members lost in battle, from the Revolutionary War to present-day conflicts. 
Wreath-laying ceremonies are conducted at Arlington National Cemetery as well as at more than 2,100 additional 
locations in all 50 US states, at sea, and abroad.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

The Athens Historical Society (AHS) has found a map of Winterville that 
was hand-drawn in 1906. AHS will present a copy of the map to the City of 
Winterville at the January 14 council meeting. Copies of the map will also be 
available for $38. 

HISTORICAL MAP OF WINTERVILLE



WINTERVILLE TREE COMMISSION

WINTERVILLE CIVITANS
The Civitans brought warm hearts and smiling faces to the past holiday season. Civitan International CEO Scarlet 
Thompson helped celebrate the Winterville chapter's 75th anniversary of fellowship and service. As the mother of 
an autistic son, Ms. Thompson is particularly thankful for our efforts in funding the Civitan International Research 
Center.

The Civitan Club is now preparing for the 6th Annual Winterville Snowflake 10K. The race course, through 
Winterville, is a Peachtree Road Race qualifier certified by USA Track & Field and awards points in the Classic 
Race Series, Run & See Georgia Grand Prix, Black Bag Race Series, and Clover Glove Race Series. This event is 
a great way for businesses and community members to come together and raise money to support local families 
and their schools, local charities such as Extra Special People, the construction of wheelchair ramps and the clean-
up of city streets, as well as funding the Civitan International Research Center, two annual college scholarships, 
and the youth Scouting Program. The Civitans are looking for sponsors to help advertise the race through local 
papers, social media, onsite signage, displays, and race tee-shirts. Sponsorship levels range from $250 to $2,500. 
As you make your financial plans for 2020, please consider supporting the efforts of the Civitans.

Race day is Saturday, January 25.  For questions about the 10K, contact Michelle Matthews at 706-255-6296 or 
michelewmatthews@gmail.com. For questions about the Civitans, contact George Chandler at 706-540-2062 or 
georgechandler@windstream.net. 

Winter is the best time to plant new trees! Please feel free to contact the Commission for advice on proper tree 
planting and care.

city oF winterville anD tree commission win GeorGia tree council awarD
The City of Winterville and the Winterville Tree Commission received the Outstanding Community Grand 
Award for 2019 from the Georgia Tree Council, a nonprofit organization with a mission of sustaining Georgia’s 
green legacy and maintaining Georgia’s community forests. The award 
was presented as part of its 2019 Excellence in Urban Forestry Awards Program 
on November 7, 2019, at the annual Georgia Tree Council Conference in 
Stone Mountain Park.  In its 29th year, the awards program honors individuals 
and organizations for outstanding work in protecting and enhancing Georgia 

community forests. Award recipients received 
a framed print of a Georgia tree from artist 
Barry Nehr, commissioned by the Georgia Tree 
Council.

“The Winterville Tree Commission is to be 
commended for their outstanding work for raising awareness of the importance of 
community trees,” said Mary Lynne Beckley, Executive Director of the Georgia Tree 
Council. “In just a few short years, they have accomplished much through education 
and advocacy to make sure that trees are understood as vital to their city.”

Five Tree Commission members were present to receive the award. Be sure to drop 
by Winterville City Hall to see the beautiful print.



WTC, cont.
winterville tree PeoPle

“Winterville Tree People” is a new project the Commission initiated to highlight the special role that trees can 
play in our lives. Please enjoy the first Tree People entry below and let us know if you would like to share a story 
about your special tree.

The Labyrinth White Oak 
White oaks (Quercus alba) have long symbolized peace and calmness. One special white oak in Winterville serves 
just this purpose for the homeowner, Jack Eisenman, who takes care of it. The oak, which is 100 feet tall with a 
diameter of four feet, serves as the cornerstone of a labyrinth on Jack’s property. The labyrinth’s path is marked 
with stones and is used for outdoor walking meditation, providing a literal path for mindfulness. Jack designed 
the labyrinth based on the oak’s position, since the tree provides a focal point in the landscape. “The tree guards 
the landscape, reminding me that everything has a place and purpose in nature,” Jack says. “The oak symbolizes 
something greater than myself.” This tree is a living relic, having survived the many changes in Winterville over 
time. Now it provides at least one Winterville resident with peace, calm, and beauty. Below is a poem Jack wrote 
about the tree.

 Labyrinth White Oak
 Stand tall, sovereign,
 spread your arms;
 shade pilgrims who
 journey below.
 Stand tall for
 those who walk
 between the rocks,
 who wind their way
 toward life’s center,
 who seek enlightenment
 along the mystical path.

tree stewarDs: a new volunteer eDucation ProGram
The Tree Commission will be starting a new tree care educational program in 2020, Tree Stewards. Participants will 
take a short series of classes, including lecture and hands-on sessions, in exchange for providing the community 
with voluntary tree care and education, working with the Winterville City Arborist and Tree Commission. The 
aim of this program is to develop a team of knowledgeable residents of our City who will be able to assist other 
residents with tree management.  The Tree Steward program will focus on a broad range of topics, including soil 
management, tree growth, tree identification, selecting the right tree for the right place, proper tree planting and 
maintenance techniques, and pruning. An informational meeting about the program will be offered at the Depot 
on January 27, 2020, at 6:30 p.m.  Come join us!  

other commission news
Thanks to the numerous volunteers who came out to the Winterville Elementary School workday on October 
26, 2019, to help mulch and prune the more than 40 new trees planted around the schoolyard in January! Thanks 
also to all who attended the 2nd annual Tree Talk and potluck on November 14, 2019, to learn from speaker Seth 
Hawkins of the Georgia Forestry Commission why trees change color in autumn and which trees have the best fall 



color. Some of you may remember the tree identification competition we had in the last Gazette. Congratulations 
to Winterville resident Cheryl LaValley for winning this competition by naming the location of all the trees! 

Upcoming Events

• January 27, 2020, 6:30 p.m. Depot. Informational Session on the new Tree Stewards program.

• February 20, 2020. Winterville Arbor Day Celebration. Tree planting at Winterville Elementary. Stay 
tuned for time and location.

• February 24, 2020, 6:30 p.m. Depot. Public Tree Commission meeting. Join the meeting to learn more 
about the Commission. 

Contact the Tree Commission at wintervilletreecomm@gmail.com or visit the website to learn more: https://
cityofwinterville.com/tree-commission.

WTC, cont.

PROFESSIONAL TREE CLIMBERS TO RETURN TO WINTERVILLE
The Georgia Arborist Association (GAA) Tree Climbing Championship is returning to Winterville for its second 
year. GAA Executive Director Neil Norton states, “We loved being in Winterville last year; the hospitality from 
the mayor and city employees was tremendous.” 

The best professional tree climbers in the Southeast will be in Pittard Park on Saturday and Sunday, March 
21–22, for the 22nd Annual Georgia Tree Climbing Championships (GTCC). In addition to seeing some of the 
best climbers in the country up close, there will food trucks and a free family tree climb that will get you or your 
kids safely up in a tree. The event is hosted by the Georgia Arborist Association and City of Winterville and is 
free and open to the public. The GTCC gives public exposure to professional arborists as climbers showcase their 
skill and agility in the treetops, competing for a spot at the International Tree Climbing Competition held by the 
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA).

The competition follows rules established by the ISA and includes events that test a competitor’s ability to 
professionally and safely maneuver in a tree while performing work-related tree-care tasks in a timely manner. 
The event also provides an opportunity for working arborists to share new climbing techniques, equipment, and 
safe work practices.

Six-time Georgia Tree Climbing champion and GAA TCC Head Judge Odis Sisk from Gainesville, says, 
“Winterville is a perfect location, with good trees, good people, and helpful city staff. Last year we couldn’t 
believe the mayor let us camp in his back yard. Our aim is to reciprocate the hospitality with a demonstration of 
the best in arboriculture for the people of Winterville and surrounding area.” 

Schedule of Events 

Saturday, 3/21/20:
7:00 a.m. Preliminary Climbs begin. Male and female competitors compete separately in five different, timed 
events. Those with the highest scores from the preliminary events will compete in the Master’s Challenge.
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Family Tree Climb

Sunday, 3/22/20:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Masters Challenge 

For more information, contact Neil Norton, Executive Director, Georgia Arborist Association, at 404-913-1422 
or neil@georgiaarborist.org



COMMUNITY GARDEN
It has been a great growing season at the Community Garden! We have been fully rented all year; the Food Bank 
boxes have produced several hundred pounds of vegetables for the emergency Food Bank in Athens; the mowing 
program has worked well and kept us looking tidy; and the irrigation system has done its job! The vegetables and 
flowers have been beautiful.

Our November potluck meeting generated a lot of enthusiasm, resulting in an adoption program for the Food 
Bank boxes (and all were adopted then and there!), three new committee members, and a new member of the 
irrigation team.

Registration for the 2020–2021 gardening year: This will be held at the City 
Depot on Monday, February 17, starting at 6:00 p.m. Registration forms will be 
available there, and boxes are allotted on a first-come-first-served basis, though 
current gardeners, of course, get priority. We will have a few boxes open for 
new gardeners this year. If you are interested in gardening with us and growing 
delicious, healthy vegetables, please join us. Learn about our organic methods of 
gardening and the guidelines that we ask the gardeners to follow. The program 
will include one of our delicious potluck dinners

Volunteers: There is always room for volunteers! Almost everything that happens 
at the garden is done by volunteers, the one exception being keeping the pathways 
free of weeds. Even if you have gardening space at home and don’t need one 
of our garden boxes, we would welcome your time! We have six adopted Food 
Bank boxes, but we could always do with extra help (for example, delivering our 
produce to the Food Bank); the pollinator and herb gardens are great places to 
garden; we have fruit bushes that need TLC…and more! Fresh air, exercise, camaraderie—what could be better? 
Come join us. We invite you to come to the registration meeting and find out more about us.

Invitation to Join the Community Garden Steering Committee: Our committee is a friendly group of volunteers 
who get a lot done! (One of our accomplishments this year was to provide a shade-shelter and some benches. 
A cool break from gardening in the sun is always good!) We are looking for a few more members. If interested, 
please contact us at wintervillecommunitygarden@gmail.com. We also have a page on Facebook.



 CITY SPOTLIGHT
This column features local businesses, artists, and notable citizens. If 
you have ideas for Spotlight features, please contact the Gazette editor at 
wintervillegazette@gmail.com.

citizen sPotliGht
Amanda Mooney

The General Municipal Election in November of 2019 reinstalled Dodd Ferrelle as Mayor and Mary Quinn as 
Councilperson, as well as added a new council member, Amanda Mooney. The previous issue of the Gazette 
introduced Ms. Mooney in the candidate profiles, but here is a little bit more detail. 

I wanted to say thank you to all of our residents and neighbors who participated in the last election and the public 
forum. I’ve enjoyed meeting so many of you these last few months, and I’m honored to represent you as a City 
Councilwoman. A bit more about me? When I’m not working at UGA or attending City Council events, you can 
find me walking my two senior dogs, attending live music shows in Athens, art events in Winterville, visiting 
family (spread out all over the Southeast), finding new local trails to hike, or, come spring, attending the Marigold 
Festival that we all love. (I also serve on the Board of the Marigold Festival, which is a year-round labor of love.) 
I’ve recently joined the Civitan Club, too, and love what small part I get to have in helping our local families, 
students, and parks with that incredible group of humans. This photo shows me with my family: my mom Lori, 
a retired elementary school guidance counselor, and my brother Jason, a lawyer working in Florida and an active 
member of the Navy Reserves. I hope you had a fantastic holiday season, and I look forward to ringing in 2020 
as your newest City Councilmember!



Business sPotliGht
Piedmont Provisions

Piedmont Provisions creates small-batch preserves, herbal vinegar infusions, old-
fashioned drinking vinegars (shrubs), as well as a variety of relishes and fermented 
edibles. Their mission is “to provide the community with organic, heirloom, and 
locally sourced food products that invoke memories of childhood, grandmother’s 
kitchen, and a time when people took things a little more slowly while enjoying the 
bountiful harvest of each season.” 

Heather Russell founded Piedmont Provisions in 2013. Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
Heather moved with her family to South Georgia when she was four years old. She 
received Bachelor of Science degrees from the University of Georgia in Ecology 
and Geography, and a Master’s degree in Geography. After spending 10 years 
as a cartographer and spatial data analyst, she realized she no longer found that 
work fulfilling. As she spent most of her spare time gardening and every Saturday 
morning at the farmers’ market, she found she was happiest in the garden or the 
kitchen creating new pickle and preserve recipes. With encouragement from 
friends, Heather decided to follow her dreams, and Piedmont Provisions became a 
reality. She holds federal certification in food safety and runs a licensed commercial 
kitchen. Although she does not have a background in food science, her training in the biological sciences gives 
her an advantage in creating and testing new recipes.

Heather says, “Farming, raising livestock, and preserving the harvest has always 
been a way of life for my family. My grandparents were tomato farmers, they 
kept bees, horses, chickens, and quail, and grew most of the food they ate. 
They ‘put up’ the harvest out of necessity, to provide for a large family. I have 
fond memories of summers spent with Granny, eating biscuits with homemade 
preserves and honeycomb, being delighted by the tiny quail eggs and terrified by 
roosters as I helped collect chicken eggs. Summers spent at home meant tilling 
the garden, planting seeds, watching everything grow, and bountiful harvests due 
in part to my mother’s gardening skills and the long growing season in the south. 
A good harvest meant long, hot days in the kitchen, slicing okra and squash for 
the freezer, canning beans and tomatoes, pickling okra and cucumbers, creaming 
corn, and making apple sauce and pear preserves. We shelled peas and beans and 
shucked corn on the porch, played hide and seek among the corn rows, and pulled 
countless blackberry thorns out of purple-stained fingers. The dinner table was 

never complete without a quart jar of spring onions, a plate of sliced tomatoes, and 
a pail of quick-pickled cucumbers and sliced onions.”

Heather and her coworkers grow most of the herbs and peppers used in their 
products and obtain the rest from local farms whenever possible. The preserves are 
made with traditional methods, such as hand-hammered copper pots, which allow 
the true fruit flavor to shine. Piedmont’s goods never contain any preservatives, 
synthetic materials, or high-fructose corn syrup.

Long a presence at local farmers’ markets, Piedmont Provisions now has a brick-
and-mortar location in Winterville, sharing the building with the Golden Pantry 
across the street from Little City Diner. Please call ahead for updated store hours: 
404-500-6104. You can also email heather@piedmontprovisions.com and 
follow Piedmont Provisions on social media.



artist sPotliGht
Kenneth Storey

Photographer Kenneth Storey is a Winterville resident who hails from 
Columbus, Georgia. He holds a BA from Columbus College and a Master’s 
in printmaking from the University of Georgia. He has received numerous 
awards for his work in drawing, printmaking, and photography, beginning 
when he was a student, winning the Page One Award as one of the best 
young artists in Columbus and Outstanding Art Student by the art faculty of 
Columbus College. His graduate work at the University of Georgia focused 
on mastering the art of lithography, including studio and field work in 
Cortona, Italy.

Kenneth worked for the University of Georgia Printing Department from 1985 through 2016, spending most of 
those years in the pre-press or desktop publishing department, where his duties included designing as well as 
trouble-shooting customers’ own designs. Now retired, Ken is available to help the public with art and publishing 
projects, as his home office has all of the design software needed to handle photographs, negatives and text.

Ken pursues photography, mostly landscapes, while on travels with 
his wife, Lisa. His great love of the land and environment can be 
seen in all of his media. As a member of the National Speleological 
Association, Ken also enjoys tackling the special challenges of 
photography in the dark world of caves.

In the last ten years, Ken’s work has been shown in nine juried and 
community shows, including solo shows at the UGA Botanical Gardens 
and at Amici’s Restaurant in 2018. Additionally, his photographs 
appear in a number of books, including St. Luke A.M.E. Church and 
Its People by Ruth Robeson Hughes, 2006; Oconee Hill Cemetery 
of Athens, Georgia, Volume I, by Charlotte Thomas Marshall, 
2009; The Tangible Past in Athens, 

Georgia by multiple authors, 2014; and Across the River by Maxine Easom and 
Patsy Arnold, 2019. You can frequently find his work in the quarterly art exhibits 
sponsored by the Winterville Arts Committee at the Gallery in the Hall in the 
Winterville Center for Community and Culture. He has also generously shared 
his talents with the city by photographing the Marigold Festival, the Arbor Day 
tree planting, and other local events. 

Lately, Kenneth has been using rich, dark backgrounds to photograph close-ups 
of nature, mostly plant life. Using controlled sources of light, he heightens the 
focus on his subjects without any background distractions. He terms this work 
“light painting” photography.

Attention is a scarce commodity in the modern world, but Kenneth hopes to 
reward viewers by sharing the beauty he has found in his subjects.

You can contact Ken or see more of his work at kennethstorey@charter.net, 
kennethstorey.viewbug.com, or www.facebook.com/kstoreypublishing/.

"Hydrangea, Dried Up"

"Dazzling Cone of Light"



"Gingko-Maple Mesh"

"Three Stacked Leaves"

"Three Leaves Stacked"

"Mimosa Flower 3"



SCHOOL NEWS
coile miDDle school

Ms. Barnum and the Coile News Crew received a Bright Ideas grant of 
$710 dollars from Jackson EMC for the purchase of studio lights and green 
screen kit for the school news broadcast.

Eighth-graders visited UGA’s campus for 
the Gear Up 4 High School field trip. This 
program allows students to prepare for high 
school and college and has both English 
and Spanish programming.

Jacqueline Medina and Aaliyah Allen, both 
eighth-graders, won REACH scholarships 
this year.  REACH scholars receive $10,000 
each upon the successful completion of high 
school.  Both students are pictured here with 
Coile’s principal, Dr. Marsha Thomas.

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
students competed in the Fall Leadership 
conference held at the Classic Center. Pictured 
at right are students Jada Thomas, Arielle Hill, 

Rashad Edwards, Kameron Brown, Tatyana Coleman, Tira Willis, and faculty advisor 
Jaclyn Brown.

VISTA Volunteer Emma Courson has been working hard in the school garden and 
sharing the bounty of kale, collards, and mustard greens with students, parents, and 
teachers.

2019 Coile Spelling Bee Winners: Stephanie Emegwam, 
1st Place, 6th grade; Grayson Oliver, 2nd Place, 6th grade.

Students shop at the Annual Coile Holiday Market using points earned for 
excellent conduct. Members of the Civitan Club volunteered to help staff 
the market and made a generous donation of $1185 that went toward school 
uniforms for students in need, gifts for teacher morale, and items for the holiday 
store.



FRONT PORCH BOOKSTORE 

LIBRARY NEWS
The library has received generous donations from family and friends of Allison McDonald, a resident of Winterville 
who passed away this fall. Upon learning of the bequests, the Friends of Winterville Library voted to match the 
donations. The funds will go toward increasing the library’s audiobook and large-print collections. 

Sadly, our beautiful oak tree had to be removed. This year the tree weakened, 
and large sections of the tree were blown down with every storm. Roger 
Cauthen, Winterville City Arborist, has assured us that the oak will be replaced 
with a commemorative tree. In the meantime, instead of running around the 
tree, local children are entertaining themselves by climbing on the stump.

The library has a new front porch! Although a major renovation was completed 
in February of this year, there were enough remaining funds for one last 
upgrade. The boards are treated and will be left to weather naturally rather 
than be painted. Many have commented on the wonderful new wood smell.

Winterville Library Book Club resumes in January; 
the selected book is Becoming by Michelle Obama. 
The club meets the last Thursday of each month at 
6:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

You can find the latest updates on library programs and services online at www.
athenslibrary.org/winterville or follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
wintervillelibrary.

The Winterville Library is a member of the Athens Regional Library System, which includes 11 
libraries in Athens-Clarke, Franklin, Madison, Oconee, and Oglethorpe counties.

It may be cold outside this winter, but you can always cozy up with a good read from the Front Porch Bookstore! 
Every Saturday is a bag sale: all the books you can cram in a grocery bag for $10. The bookstore is run by the 
Friends of the Winterville Library (FOWL), and all proceeds benefit the Winterville Library.

Hours 
Monday, 11:00–7:00
Tuesday, 11:00–7:00
Wednesday, 9:00–7:00
Thursday, 11:00–7:00 
Saturday (winter hours), 10:00–2:00

We are also looking forward to the spring concert series starting in April at 6:00 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy 
some local music.

April 4: Dodd Ferrelle
April 11: Dixieland Five
April 18: Random Roosters
April 25: Bordor Hop Trio



CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 2019



CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK 2019

All photos by Matt Brewster, marigoldsolutions.com
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Save The Date
Saturday, May 9, 2020

The Marigold festival will be held

The Miss Marigold Pageant
Saturday April, 18, 2020


